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Sloggett, Surgeon-General Cuff, Surgeon-General Whitehead,
Surgeon-General Trevor, Surgeon-General Bassett-Smith (of
the Naval School, Greenwich), Sir Ronald Ross, and
others. Colonel Skinner, in the opening remarks,
said that the course of instruction at the Royal
Army Medical College was constructed to bear essentially
on the health and training of the soldier. He said the
results of the examinations had been very gratifying, and
that special instruction had been given also in adminis-
trative methods. General Grierson, in presenting the prizes,
told the students that they were joining one of the finest
branches of the service, and one which had developed more
than others in recent years. They had only to compare
what took place in the Crimean war with what was done in
South Africa to realise the great advances made in the medical
service of the army. The present medical organisation was
extended also to the Territorial Forces. He emphasised the
double aspect of the army medical officer, who was both a
soldier and a doctor, and reminded them that their purely
professional and technical duties were secondary to their
duties as soldiers and officers of the King. This meant
double work for them. Surgeon-General Gubbins, in pro-
posing a vote of thanks to General Grierson, emphasised
the value of his words as coming from one of wide knowledge
and experience of home and foreign armies. After the
prize distribution Colonel Skinner and the officers of the
Royal Army Medical Corps entertained their visitors in the
officers’ mess.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE DINNERS.
The annual London dinner of the Indian Medical Service

will be held at the Hotel Cecil on Monday, June 8th, at
7.45 P.M. The Edinburgh dinner of the Indian Medical
Service will be held on May 29th at the Caledonian United
Service Club, when Sir Alexander Christison, Bart., will
preside. Application for tickets should be made to Colonel
Arnott, 8, Rothesay-place, Edinburgh.
The Senate of Glasgow University have decided to confer

the honorary degree of LL.D. upon Colonel Sir William B.
Leishman, professor of pathology at the Royal Army Medical
College. 

________________

Home and foreign Notes.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

MANCHESTER.

National Insurance Act: The Payment of
the Panels.

THE Manchester Insurance Committee have
decided to make a payment to the medical men for
the first quarter of this year at the rate of 40 per
cent. on the accounts sent in. This will use up
&pound;15,771. The committee retained 25 per cent. of
the medical credits at the end of last year in order
to meet any substantial claims by the chemists in
respect of over-prescribing. The chemists have
formulated their claims, and it appears that the
committee will have a balance of f:7761 to allocate
amongst the doctors.

Hospital Matters in and about Manchester.
The Ancoats Hospital, which is situated in a

densely populated part of Manchester and adjacent
to many public works, is making an appeal for
&pound;450 for sanitary improvements and for the con-
struction of a new ward at the cost of .S2500. In
an appeal which has been issued by the chairman
it is stated that the present 114 beds are totally
inadequate to deal with the proportion of the
33,000 cases per annum which require indoor treat-
ment, and the effect of the National Insurance
Act has been to reveal much suffering hitherto
unrelieved through fear of incurring expense.
At the annual meeting of the St. John’s Hospital
and Manchester Ear Hospital the authorities have
noticed since the Insurance Act came into operation
a very great increase in serious cases. Not so many
patients passed through the beds, but they remained
longer, because they were more serious cases sent
by the doctors for treatment which was not provided

for under the Insurance Act. The governors of
the Ashton, Stalybridge, and Hyde District In-

firmary have decided to enlarge their hospital at an
outlay of JE25,000. For this purpose additional
land is required, and the estate trustees of
Lord Stamford will give three acres subject
only to the repayment of the cost of road-making.
Lastly, the fund for the Central Branch of the
Royal Infirmary has now reached &pound;19,520, &pound;567

having been received since the last meeting
of the board of management. Mrs. George A.
Southam, of Hale, Cheshire, has generously offered
to provide the sum of 50 guineas per annum

towards the payment of a pathologist or assistant
pathologist, and intends to set aside the capital
sum, duly secured to the hospital, to provide
this income. The bequest will be known as the
" 

Southam Pathological Bequest." There is general
evidence that Manchester people intend to help
their medical charities in these critical times.

A Home of Recovery for Children.
A small committee has established a home at

Heptonstall, near Hebden Bridge, where a number
of weak and ailing children are given a prolonged
holiday to nurse them back to health, most of them
outcasts from our system of medical treatment
because they have no direct illness which would
entitle them to hospital benefit. They are the
children of the slums of Hulme and Ancoats, where
delicate children have no chance to grow up
healthily. The children live an outdoor life,
are taught what will be useful to them, and
encouraged to work and play in the open air. The

building stands among the moors, 900 feet above sea
level. The establishment is supported by private
contributions, and an appeal is being made for
funds to continue the work.

Radium for Manchester and Salford Hospital
I referred recently to the Radium Fund. The

general committee have now issued a complete
scheme and an appeal for funds. The sum required
is .:B25,000 for the purchase of radium and radio-
active materials. In all seven hospitals in Man-
chester and Salford will participate in the scheme.
The radium and mesothorium when obtained will
be deposited at the Royal Infirmary, where patients
will be sent for treatment. The radium committee
intend to appoint a physicist to give his whole time
to the work of the radium department, and an
expert radiologist to advise as to the line of treat-
ment, dosage. &c., and to conduct treatment when
necessary.
May 5th.

BIRMINGHAM.

General Hospital: Resignation of Sir Robert
M. Simon.

A CONSIDERABLE change is taking place in the
personnel of the staff of the General Hospital.
Two years ago Dr. Robert Saundby, senior physician,
and Sir Thomas Chavasse, senior surgeon, resigned
their posts after many years of faithful service.
Now the hospital is about to experience another
great loss by the resignation of the present senior
physician, Sir Robert Simon. Other important
changes must take place during the next few years
owing to the operation of the time limit. At a

meeting of the board of management on May lst
the following resolution was unanimously passed :-
That the board of management have received with great

regret the resignation of Sir Robert M. Simon, senior

honorary physician, and desire to record their high
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appreciation of the very able manner in which he has

discharged his duties as honorary physician for the past
23 years, of the great skill and attention he has devoted to
the patients under his care, and of the interest he has taken
in the welfare of the institution. That the resignation of
Sir Robert M. Simon be accepted with great regret, that the
office of honorary physician be declared vacant, and that
steps be taken to fill the vacancy on Friday, May 22nd,
1914, at 12 o’clock noon. That a subcommittee be appointed
to consider what steps should be taken to commemorate Sir
Robert M. Simon’s services to the hospital, and that at the
next meeting of governors it be recommended that in con-
sideration of the eminent services rendered to the hospital
during the past 35 years by Sir Robert M. Simon he be
appointed honorary consulting physician to this hospital.
Sir Robert Simon came to Birmingham as

assistant physician to the General Hospital after
three years’ very successful work as honorary
physician to the Manchester Southern Hospital for
the Diseases of Women and Children. In 1891 he
was elected honorary physician. He became a

Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of
London in 1895, and was knighted in 1910. Since
1910 he has been professor of therapeutics in the
University of Birmingham and has held the post of
professor of forensic medicine at Mason’s College.
He is consulting physician to many local hospitals.

Conference of Nitrses.
The annual conference and nursing exhibition

convened by the National Council of Nurses will be
held in the New Central Hall, Birmingham, from
June 9th to 12th. Mr. H. Gilbert Barling, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Birmingham, and
Miss Rogers, late matron of the Royal Infirmary,
Leicester, will present the case for nurses’ registra-
tion. Mrs. Bedford Fenwick will speak of the
Nurses’ International Memorial to Miss Florence

Nightingale. Miss Musson, matron of the General
Hospital, Birmingham, will be the chief speaker in
the economic section, and there are quite a number
of questions to be discussed in connexion with it.
Sir Victor Horsley will advocate the necessity for
nursing as part of medical benefit for insured

persons, and several topical questions will be

brought forward.
Medical Work in Schools.

Dr. G. A. Auden, the school medical officer, in his
report for 1913 states that two notable advances
were made in the direction of treatment-viz., the
initiation of dental treatment and of a scheme for
the operative treatment of tonsils and adenoids.l
The scheme for the erection of a properly equipped
central school clinic in Great Charles-street has
received the sanction of the Board of Education
and the land has been bought. The treatment of
certain minor external ailments has been begun
and the staff of nurses increased. The development
of this scheme of treatment may be said to mark
the close of the first phase of the evolution of the
school medical service. Since 1908 there has been
a regular sequence of effort-viz., (1) medical
inspection of children on entering and leaving
school; (2) following up of individual children
found defective and facilities for special examina-
tions at the clinics and in the schools; (3) the

special recording of tuberculous, epileptic, physically
handicapped, and ringworm cases; (4) treatment for
eye defects, teeth defects, tonsils and adenoids, ring-
worm, and external minor ailments; (5) the general
guidance in the choice of suitable work on leaving
school. The number of children inspected in each
year was as follows: 1908 (September to December,

1 THE LANCET, Jan. 10th, 1914, p. 132.

with three officers), 9404; 1909, 26,484; 1910, 24,363;
1911 (three full-time and three part-time officers).
28,067; 1912, 34,224; 1913, 32,376; giving a total of
154,918. Dr. Auden thinks that the next stage of
development must be cooperative and that every
effort must be made to correlate the medical work,
not only with the march of educational administra-
tion, but also with all the ameliorative agencies
which are already dealing with child life. The
percentage of parents who were present at the
examination of their children was 72. The defects
discovered during 1913 were: Defects of vision, all
causes, 3265; squints, 969; corneal ulcers, opacities,
and keratitis, 308; defective hearing, 1084; otorrheea,
666; tonsils and adenoids, 2550; certain phthisis,
100; doubtful phthisis, 215; other lung diseases,
645; heart disease, congenital 93, acquired 489;
chorea, 85; epilepsy, 83; hernia, 81; speech defects,
225; deformities (excluding paralysis) 277; ring-
worm, 243 ; and skin disease, 372.
May 5th.

SCOTLAND.

Interesting Legal Judgment.
THE House of Lords recently gave judgment in an

appeal case brought by the widow of a Rutherglen
miner. The man, who had been sweating at his
work, caught cold while waiting at a mid-landing
in the mine until men from the lower seam had
been raised. This developed into pneumonia, which
proved fatal. The sheriff found that the man had
died from the effects of injuries by accident
received at his work, and allowed compensation.
The Second Division, however, recalled this award,
and found the present respondents entitled to ex-
penses. The House of Lords restored the finding
of the sheriff (acting as arbitrator), Lord Shaw of
Dunfermline making a statement.

Edinburgh Corporation and the Veterinary
Department.

There is a scheme before the authorities pro-
posing to set up a separate veterinary department
in the city. At present there are four veterinary
surgeons who carry out this work of the corpora-
tion, acting on the instruction and under the

supervision of the medical officer of health. A

report just issued states that the work did
not include any of the duties to be discharged
by a veterinary surgeon under the supervision of
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. A con-
siderable amount of veterinary work was required
in connexion with the stud of horses for the

cleansing department. This work was carried out
by the professors of the Royal Dick Veterinary
College, under an arrangement with the corpora-
tion. With the exception of the senior veteri-

nary officer, the maximum salary of each of
the veterinary surgeons on the staff was

at present &pound;175 per annum. The maximum
salary of the senior veterinary officer was at
present ;E200 per annum. The subcommittee
was of opinion - that the veterinary work of the
corporation was so intimately connected with the
public health work of the city, particularly as

regards the meat and milk supplies, that it was of
great importance that it should be carried out
under the direct administration, supervision, and
control of the medical officer of health. It appeared
to be desirable that a considerable amount of

responsibility and initiative supervision should rest
with the senior veterinary officer, and the com-
mittee recommended that the appointment should


